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Abstract 

The success of teaching reading comprehension depends on various factors, one of them is 

technique of teaching. There are many techniques that can be applied  in teaching reading 

comprehension. The most important thing is to select  the most suitable techniques for  

reading comprehension, and develop appropriate techniques for that. This is very 

important for the teachers because a variety of teaching technique can achieve the highest 

degree of  the students’ learning motivation and teaching result. In this writing, the writer 

explained the technique of presenting reading comprehension, technique of organizing 

reading comprehension homework, and technique of reading comprehension evaluation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Nowadays English is one of the foreign languages which are studied in our 
schools in Indonesia. This language is studied from junior high school up to and including 
the college level. 

The teaching of this language is concentrated on the four skills, namely; listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. These skills can be divided into two categories, namely; 
receptive skills ( listening and reading), and productive skills (speaking and writing). 
Kronyik (1999 : 7) says “listening and reading are alternatives for the reception of 
massages, while speaking  and writing are respectively associated means for its 
transmissions” 

The success of teaching depends on various factors such as; the seriousness of the 
students in learning English, the facilities, the strategy used in presenting the materials to 
the students, the teachers’ and the teacher’s ability and methodology. 

Among these things, method is considered to have a great influence on the result 
of  the teaching. It might be one of the most important things that must be considered. In 
this case  Sumardi (1997 : 7) says “The success of the language teaching program is 

always estimated through the method used”. 
There are many methods which can  be applied in language teaching. The choice 

of method is influenced by the particular objectives in learning the language, for instance 
the direct method may be used for teaching listening, dramatization may be used for 
teaching speaking, reading method may be used for teaching writing. 

In addition to the method, syllabus and contents of the curriculum are also very 
important because the materials presented in the teaching process is already planned in the 
syllabus. 

If we scrutinize the contents of the English curriculum of SMA.  It can be found 
that among the four skills, the reading  skill is given more time than the other skills. 

For six years  study: three year at junior high school and three years at senior high 
school  a great deal of reading material was given to the students as planned in the 
curriculum, but the facts indicate that many senior high school students  are still very poor 
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in English. We still find most of the  students do not have the required ability in reading 
comprehension. Most of them still have many difficulties in reading, understanding and 
translating the text books which written in English. 

Senior high school  graduation, especially, who want to continue their study to 
university needs skills in reading comprehension, because nowadays a lot of   scientific 
books in university libraries are written in English. So, in teaching  reading 
comprehension process, the teachers should use various techniques in order the materials 
that are presented by the teachers  are easy to understand by  the students.  If the students 
know the techniques of  searching idea, or information from the reading texts, of course it 
can help them to complete  their assignments which instructed by their lectures later. 

Based on the explanation  above, through this article the writer tries to propose  
suggestions for teaching reading comprehension. This article is entitled “Technique of  

Teaching Reading Comprehension” 
 

2. THE TECHNIQUE  OF TEACHING READING COMPREHENSION  

Technique can be defined as method, way or system. According to  Hornby 
teacchnique is method of doing something expertly.  Teaching according to Djayadisastra 
(1992 : 12) is all the initiatives that are carried out by the teacher to hand the material to the 
students. Wile reading  comprehension according to Grellet (1996 : 3) “is understanding a 
written text by means of extracting the required, information from it as efficiently as 
possible”  

Based on the definition above, the meaning of  the technique of teaching reading 
comprehension is the method or way  used by the teachers in carrying  out  the text by  
means of extracting the required information from reading texts. 

 In teaching English, include in teaching reading comprehension, there are many 
techniques  that can be used by the teacher. The most important thing for the teachers are 
to select the most suitable techniques for the subjects and develop appropriate technique 
for that. Every teacher may have his own technique in teaching reading comprehension. 
This is very important for the teachers because teachers are trained in using a variety of 
methods and techniques to achieve the highest degree of student learning. 

According to Wren and martin (1994 : 571) there are four steps in presentation of 
reading comprehension, namely; 

1. Read the passage fairly quickly to get the general idea. 
2. Read again a little slowly, so as to know the details 
3. Study the questions thoroughly 
4. Asking the meaning of any words or phrases. 

Amy L. Sonka (1979 : 4) in her article  Reading Has to be Taught Too, limited the 
presentation of reading into three steps; 

1. Asking the students to number the paragraphs. 
2. Students are asked to underline the topic sentence. 
3. The students are given a list of facts they have to match to the general topic 

without referring to the original. 
Furthermore, Sally (1981  : 173) says that there are five steps of the reading 

comprehension presentation, namely; 
1. Explanation of the text 
2. Word study 
3. Oral comprehension 
4. Reading aloud 
5. Written work. 
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Based on the above ideas, it can be concluded that there are many steps that can be 
used in reading comprehension presentation, namely; 
1. Introduction or explain of text. 

Here the teachers introduce the text to the class and then explain it shortly to raise 
the students’ interest in the lesson being discussed. After a short introduction (such as 

Today we are going to read about Marcopolo. The famous traveler, and so on)  the  
teachers read the passage to the class, while the students are asked to listen to the teachers 
(Sally, 1981 :173). 
2. Word study.  

This step include asking the meaning of words, phrases, and idiom; The teachers 
ask the students to study the words, phrases, and idiom which occur in the text. If any 
words are not understood by the students or unfamiliar with them they may ask their 
teachers and “the teachers have to explain their meaning because some of the words will 
be new to the class while others will be familiar words in new ways. 
3. Asking the students to number the paragraphs of the passage.  

This is very important because through this activity the students will find certain 
words, phrases, and idiom, which are being explained or discussed by the teachers, for 
instant the teachers tell the students to find  the words similar in the second paragraph, or 
look at the word simulate in the third paragraph and so on. 
4. Read the passage fairly quickly to get the general idea.  

The teachers request the students to read the passage quickly. The students do not 
look for any specific information, but to get a good general overal understanding of the 
passage, such as; how many people there are in the passage, what is the relationship 
among the paragraph, etcetera. 
5. Read again a little slowly so as to know the details.  

After the students read the passage quickly, the students are asked to read again to 
know the detail of the passage. In this case, Harmer (2000 : 156) says “Very often the 

students have read the passage for the first time, they then return to it to perform more 
detailed comprehension which focus on detail of the text” the students should be able to 

grasp information  from paragraph by paragraph. 
6. Underlining the topic sentence.  

The students are asked to underline the topic sentence of every paragraphs. This is 
very important in the activity of reading comprehension because the topic sentence 
usually states the main idea of the paragraph. 
7. Oral comprehension.  

Here, the teachers test the students’ understanding of the passage by asking oral 

comprehension question. “Asking oral comprehension to be answered orally by individual 

pupil or by all students” (Hill and Dobby, 1993: 52). This is an important part of reading 
comprehension class to know whether the students understand the passage or not.  
8. Reading aloud. 

Reading aloud is essential during the reading activity, related to this Sally ( 1981 : 
174)  says  “A reader who has not pronounced the word could for example will be 
struggling to read it, while a students  who has read it aloud several times will  read it at 
glance”. 
9. Study questions thoroughly.  

The teachers ask the students to study the questions at the end of the passage. If 
any of the students do not understand the questions, the teachers have to explain and make 
the questions clear to the students. 
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10. Written work.  
This written work  can be answering the comprehension questions of the passage, 

taking some points or ideas from the passage, translating the passage into Indonesian and 
summarizing the passage. This work should be written in their exercise books. 

Base on the explanation above, there are ten steps that can be used in teaching 
reading comprehension. If these steps can be applied by the teachers optimally, the yield 
of teaching reading comprehension can be raised.  
 
3. THE TECHNIQUE OF ORGANIZING READING COMPREHENSION 

HOMEWORK 

Homework is an important part in teaching and learning process. Homework can 
consolidate the work, increase ability, and develop independent study, and desirable work 
habit. 

In organizing a piece a piece of homework, firstly, we have to plan it, so that the 
students will be interested in it. Howard (1996 : 98) says “Carefully planned and 

effectively used, the students assignment can develop strong students’ interest, 

participation, and understanding, and multiply the value of the teacher’s lesson” 

Meanwhile the home works  must be carefully planned. We have to state our aim, and 
consider how much they are, what kind of home works they are, how they should be done 
and when they are to begin. Make the home works clear to all students, explain exactly 
what is to be done and when they are due. 

The homework should include a variety of activities and things to do, so that the 
students do not become bored. The home works may be of almost infinitive variety. They 
may be difficult or relatively easy and long or short. 

The home works must be developed from the material already studied, even 
though the home works are taken from various sources, such as; magazines, newspapers  
and other books. It  must relate to the class work.  Howard (1996 : 98) says “The 

homework should arise naturally from classwork its relationship to class work needs to be 
carefully delinated with sufficient time given for its completion” The length of time may 

allow four or five nights. Otherwise we should always collect the homework, and make 
same assessments about  the students’ ability, study skills and efforts. 

The home works for reading comprehension can be completed by the students 
individual work and in group work. Harmer (2000 : 207) says “Reading work can be 

focused for individual study and in group”. Individual work is a very good activity 

because the students can work on their own home works freely without putting pressure on 
their friends. Beside that, the students may complete the home works in group work. The 
group work should consists of one leader and  four members, and at lest one member of the 
group is good student. 
 
4. THE TECHNIQUE  OF CORRECTING  READING COMPREHENSION 

HOMEWORK 

Correcting home works can be done by two techniques namely; by both the 
students and the teacher. In students correct-student technique, the teachers ask the 
students to correct their friends’ homework. Another way to correct the homework is by 
asking to read his homework to the class loudly, or write his own homework  on the 
blackboard. While the other students are asked to make a note of mistakes then give the 
correct response, ideally written work can form the basis for the students correction, 
students exchanging their works. They then look for mistakes in each other’s writing and 

attempt to correction. Next, teacher corrects students. 
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In teacher-correct-students technique the teachers must be able to show the 
students the mistakes which has been made, and tell them the reasons why they are 
mistakes and help the students to realize what has gone wrong and put it right. The teacher 
should underline the mistakes,  and put the mark in the margin to show what kinds of 
mistakes they are. In this case the teacher will need symbols for correcting the mistakes, 
such as the symbols for spelling of the words, wrong place, punctuation etcetera. The 
following example shows how the teachers can indicate that a student has made mistake in 
word order. 
( WO )          I like very much banana 
The students should understand  clearly what they mean, since the teachers should ask the 
students to stick these key symbols on their exercise books. 

Type 
Symbol 

Error The sign in the piece of writing 

S 
WP 
P 
WW 
WFT 
WT 
# 
X 
( ? ) 
O¯O 
 
  
 
/  
 
(No) 
(log) 
 
WO 
A 
J 
 
NS 

-Spelling 
-Wrong place 
-Punctuation 
-Wrong word 
-Wrong verb form 
-Wrong tense 
-Quantity 
-Omit 
-Meaning is unclear 
-The two items do 
not agree with each 
other 
 
-Connect the two 
words  
 
-Divide the two 
words 
 
-Untruth 
-Illogical 
 
 
-Word order 
-Article 
-Joining word  
(connection) 
-Not sentence 
because  there is no 
subject 

The erth is the third planed from the sun 
The earth is planet third from the sun 
the earth is the third planet from the sun 
He is not study very hard 
They studies science in the morning 
The earth had an atmosphere around it 
He has several book__ 
The earth it is the third planet from the sun 
(the earth it is the planet therefore sun and go) 
He has a book s in his hand 
 
 
He studies be  cause he likes school 
 
 
A/bird can fly 
 
The earth is a planet with (three moons) 
 
(Glass is breakable, thus it is usually painted blue) 
 
I go there never 
I have   book 
Although he wanted it, but he did not get it 
 
In my city λ are many people 

 
 
5. THE TECHNIQUE OF READING COMPREHENSION EVALUATION 

Evaluation is very important because by evaluation we will get the information 
about the result of the teachers’ efforts in teaching and learning process. Generally, a 

discussion of teaching starts with planning and ends with evaluation. Therefore in 
appraising students’ work we sill talk about evaluation. Wrightstone in Purwanto (2000 : 
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3) says “Evaluation is the  estimation of the growth and progress of pupils toward 

objectives or values in the curriculum” While the aim of  evaluation is to reach the 

information about the yield of teaching, aptitude, interest, and other personality aspects of 
the students.  

One way  to evaluate the students’ knowledge and understanding, skills and 

competence is through test. The test is as  a  tool of measuring all  the significant features 
of what taught. The test itself must be valid, efficient and reliable. According to Nord 
(1992 : 180) validity means simply that the procedure measures what we want to measure 
and not other things. Reliability means that the procedure yield consistent result, not 
measuring high one time and low another or bring any wise caprious in its finding. 
Efficiency means of course that neither time nor effort is wasted. 

In addition, clarity and discrimination are also very important. The test should be 
constructed as clearly as possible because the vague  construction of test  will give an 
opportunity or opening for guessing the answer. Discrimination means the test can 
discriminate the students who have learnt the material being tested, or  the students who 
have not learnt it, can answer the test, it means the test is bad because it can not 
discriminate the students’ ability. 

Therefore, test construction requires careful planning in keeping with the 
previously determined objective of the lesson. The teachers should determine the length of 
the test, the time allowed, when the test held, and what kind of test items to use, and the 
materials that will be tested. The materials of the test must be based on the text book and 
the lessons that have been taught. Presumably a test will show what was taught and what 
was learnt. Beside that, it is recommended that the test is written with different form. The 
questions should be separated into several groups in order to avoid confussion among the 
students. The test should be written in certain logical order for example; from easy to 
difficult questions. When the test is finished, the teachers should collect the test to be 
corrected promptly and return it to the students. Every correct answer should be given the 
same credit. The teachers should not give credit to answer unrelated to question because it 
is not the answer we want even though the answer is factually correct. 

According to Dobson (1980 : 154) there are two types of tests which can be used 
in teaching reading comprehension, namely; multiple choice, and cloze tests. Relation to it 
Heaton (1993 : 105-122) says “the test which can be used in testing reading 

comprehension are matching test, true-false, multiple choice, completion, and cloze test” 
Based on the ideas, the test that can be used in testing reading comprehension are 

as follows; 
1. Matching test. Matching test is a test where the students are required to match the 

statements or questions or pictures with certain words or sentences which have 
been prepared. It consists of the answers. The number of answer is more than the 
questions. Matching test is very good when used for specific information such as 
causes and effect, terms, dates, places, definition and pictures. It can use to test 
words and sentences too. For example; 

     Tom is not going to your school 
A. Tom is not going to your pool 
B. Tom is going to your school 
C. Tom is not coming to your school 
D. Tom I not going to your school  

 
2. True –False. A true-false test is a test where the students are required to have only 

one answer between the two possible responses. There are no alternatives except 
true-false (T-F). The most common words which are used in this test are  
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true-false. But sometimes we can use yes-no, right-wrong, agree-disagree. 
True-false test is very good when used for recalling factual knowledge and 
recognition. For example; 

Put a circle round the letter T if the statement is true; if it is false put a circle round letter F. 
The sun rises in the west     T F 
Fish can’t fly, but bird can     T F 
Lagos s as large as London     T F 

3.  Multiple choice. A multiple choice item is made up a question or statement called 
the stem, and four or more possible responses, one or more of which is correct and 
the reminder called destructors. In this test the students select the right or the best 
answer by writing the number of the correct responses in the spaces or circling, 
underlining or crossing the number of it. The multiple choice items permit 
problem solving, application of learning and exercise in making judgment. The 
following example is multiple choice item. For example; 

John is not as tall as Miss Green, but he’s a little taller than Bill. 
A. Miss Green is taller than John and Bill. 
B. John is not as tall as Bill. 
C. Miss Green is taller than John but not as tall as Bill 
D. Bill is taller than John and Miss Green 

4. Completion. A test which consist of a number question based on passage is 
completion item. The question is written as incomplete statement to be complete 
by the students. For example; 

I had to look after my small brother until my mother returned home. 
I could not leave home because I had to wait for ….. to return. 

5. Cloze test. A cloze test usually consists of one or more paragraphs where some 
words left out from every sentences. The first two or three sentences usually 
written completely. The interval at which word are deleted is usually between 
every fifth. Cloze test is very good when used for measuring the students’ ability 

to decode interrupted or mutilated messages by making the most acceptable 
substitutions from all the contextual clues available. For example; 

Fill in the blanks with suitable words. 
One upon a time a farmer had three sons. The farmer was rich and had many fields, but his 
sons were lazy. When the farmer was dying. He called his sons to him. “I have left you 
..…….. Which will make you ……... He told them. But ……. must dig in all …..…. Fields 

to find the ………. where the treasure is ………. 
It is obvious  that, there many kinds of test which can be used to test reading 
comprehension. The teachers should  select certain kinds of test for teaching reading 
comprehension. In addition, in testing reading comprehension the teacher should not use 
one kind of test only, because a good test consists of more than one kind of test. 
 
6. CONCLUSION 

Technique cannot be separated from teaching and leaning process, include in 
teaching reading comprehension. The technique  is a  way  of doing something.  So the 
technique of teaching reading comprehension is the way of delivering reading 
comprehension  materials to the students. To be effective the teaching reading 
comprehension, the teachers should choose and use certain suitable  techniques  either in 
presenting materials, organizing homework, correcting homework,  or  in evaluation of 
reading comprehension.  
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